REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 



In this Amendment D, claims 1-4 have been amended. The current status of the claims is 
the following: claims 1-7 are pending. 

Amendment to Claim 1 

Claim 1 has been amended in view of the Examiner's comments in the Office Action. 
Namely, the word "operable" in claim 1 is changed to —that is operated--. The word "operable" 
is amended in other claims similarly. It is respectfully submitted that this clarification does not 
require further searching, and it is respectfully requested that the amendment be entered and the 
application be passed to allowance. 

That is, this amendment is provided in direct response to the Examiner's statements in 
response to Applicant's previous arguments, regarding the word "operable." Since claim 1 is 
amended to clearly define the subject matters that: (a) the static pressure regulating system has a 
switch valve that is operated (as opposed to being operable) to alternately connect the working 
air chamber to a vacuum source and the atmosphere at a frequency significantly higher than a 
frequency of vibration to be damped; and (b) the control signal applied to the switch valve 
depends on the frequency of the vibration to be damped, it is respectfully submitted that the 
subject matter recited in claim 1 is clearly distinguished from Muramatsu et al. The remaining 
amendments, to various dependent claims, are made such that the language in those dependent 
claims corresponds to the amended clarifying language in claim 1 . 

Again, since these amendments are made in direct compliance with the Examiner's 
comments, and no new issue is introduced by these amendments, it is respectfully submitted that 
the amendments should be entered, and the application should be passed to allowance. 

More specifically, for at least the reasons discussed previously, when taken in view of the 
Examiner's comments (i.e., in view of a patentable distinction, if any, between "operable" and 
"operated"), the subject matter of claim 1, and claims depending therefrom, is not anticipated by 
the cited Muramatsu disclosure. Furthermore, neither is the subject matter of claim 1 and 
dependent claims obvious over the cited Muramatsu disclosure. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicants believe that all pending claims are allowable and respectfully request a Notice 
of Allowance for this application from the Examiner. Should the Examiner believe that a 
telephone conference would expedite the prosecution of this application, the undersigned can be 
reached at (650) 961-8300. 

Respectfully submitted, 

BEYER WEAVER & THOMAS, LLP 



/ASH/ 

Alan S. Hodes 
Registration No. 38,185 

P.O. Box 70250 
Oakland, CA 94612-0250 
Telephone: (650) 961-8300 
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